€ AURA.

an Austin for Everyone

***MEDIA ALERT***

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 20, 2020

AURA members identify priorities for November transportation

measure

AUSTIN, TX - AURA members overwhelmingly approved a set of policy preferences aimed at
shaping Austin City Council’s crafting of a new transportation ballot measure for this
November’s election. The specific policy planks approved by AURA members are:

1.

2.

®

10.

AURA supports the 11 cent property tax increase to pay to fund the full project connect
plan.

AURA urges City Council to require Republic Square to North Lamar Transit Center as a
segment of the initial light rail project.

AURA urges City Council and CapMetro to expand light rail service to Tech Ridge as
soon as possible, including in the initial rail project if it is legally and financially feasible.
AURA supports a historic investment in improving bus service that matches the scale of
what is proposed by the Project Connect System Vision.

AURA supports the construction of the “downtown tunnel” featured in the Project
Connect System Vision.

AURA urges City Council place a $750 million active transportation and Vision Zero
bond on the November ballot.

AURA urges City Council to develop a comprehensive anti-residential displacement
policy approach for areas impacted by transit investment; the policy may include
innovative land use, PIDs, TIFs, and new TOD below-market-housing funds.

AURA supports the exclusion of new funds for roadway expansion in the package.
AURA urges City Council to provide a new operations and maintenance funding stream
proportional to the needs of the November package’s proposed transit capital
investments.

AURA urges City Council, the Austin Transportation Department and CapMetro to
accelerate shovel-ready improvements in the project sequencing.

“We have an opportunity to build the infrastructure that will profoundly change how we move
around our city and to do it in a way that will benefit all of us for generations to come,” said
Cesar Acosta, AURA Board President.

-MORE-



“AURA will continue to fight for transportation investments that reflect our mission of creating an
Austin for Everyone. We encourage all that support our policy vision to share our positions

publicly, to reach out to the Mayor and Council, and to engage our Board to find ways to work
together,” concluded Acosta.

AURA is a grassroots, all-volunteer organization that advocates for an Austin that is inclusive,
open to change, and welcoming to everyone.
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